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We find it existing more especially in cases where the
husband's occupation employs his own powers alone, but
does not suffice, as well as might be desired, for the family
maintenance. Under such conditions it must be granted
that for the wife to co-operate in the support of the family
by manual labour, or by the practice of some occupation
suited to her powers and capacities, is, while not in itself
desirable, an expedient grounded in the nature of her cir-
cumstances and conducive, since it ensures the maintenance
of outward existence, to the realisation of moral ends. Of
late years, however, the effort of woman to secure greater
independence has not infrequently led to the occurrence of
this relation in the higher walks of life, where there is no
financial necessity for it, and where only the desire to increase
the pleasures of life by means of a double source of income,
or, still oftener, the impulse of the more talented women
to seek a life of greater outward activity and more varied
interests, furnishes the motive for its existence* Evidently,
the result of this state of things is in many respects like
that which usually follows from similarity between the
occupations of husband and wife. Just as the wife must fail
to give her husband the best kind of help where she is
merely the companion* of all his labours, so the family
threatens to become a purely external business association
when husband and wife follow separate occupations and
independent interests. Only in the latter case they may
even lose interest in each other's work, since their own
employments furnish them with full occupation and satis-
faction. These are disadvantages from which the most
important family duties, those of education and of mutual
moral help, cannot fail to suffer. All of which is not to deny
that there are cases which do not come under the rule.
In particular, where great artistic talent on the wife's part
justifies her assumption of a more independent position, the